
Enlist or Be Drafted 
When the United States entered World War I in April of 1917, the Unites States Army 

consisted of 121,000 men, while the total of all the state National Guard organizations was 
181,000. Since the estimate of the number of men needed to win the war was between 2 and 4 
million, a large army had to be raised quickly. 

On May 18, 1917, the Selective Service Act of 1917 passed. Initially, all males aged 21 
to 30 were required to register. After August 1918, Congress voted to expand the age range to 
include all men 18 to 45. By the end of World War I, some two million men volunteered for 
various branches of the armed services, and some 2.8 million had been drafted. 

 

    

Madison Eagle June 15 1917 

  



Draftees left for the service in groups. The newspaper published their names and 
departure date. Their friends and relatives often gave a party for them the night before they left. 
They took the train from Morristown through Madison where these same friends and relatives 
would cheer them as they passed through the station. 

Volunteers left for the service individually, and their departure was usually 
acknowledged after they had gone. Some of them felt slighted as this poem describes. 

 

 

Madison Eagle November 16 1918 

 


