
The Home Defense League 
After the Spanish-American War, the federal government realized that by nationalizing 

the National Guard of a state, that state was left without a local force to keep order. In an era of 
strikes and anarchism, this was a serious shortcoming. The Dick Act of 1903 reorganized the 
state militia (National Guard) into a formal military organization along Army lines and 
authorized a reserve militia that was less rigorously defined. 

In the late spring of 1917, Madison formed its own organization, known colloquially as 
the Home Guard, to train men for defense work.  

 

The full text of this article can be read at the Madison Public Library on page 6 of: 

The Madison Eagle May 25 1917 

  



 

In July, 1917, the federal government nationalized the National Guard leaving the states 
with no authorized militia. In Madison, the Home Guard was tapped to take their place. 

 

 

Madison Eagle June 29 1917 


